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Synopsis

Most scientists agree that temperatures near the surface of the Earth appear to be increasing, but
there is controversy about what this warming might mean. This volume explores the controversy. Is
it a potentially catastrophic event caused by humans, or simply a natural and harmless fluctuation
such as Earth has seen before? Should governments take steps, including those described by the

Kyoto Protocols, to slow down Global Warming -- and would these steps be effective? (20020801)
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Customer Reviews

"Long-standing series about controversial contemporary issues continue(s) to turn out exceptional
titles. Greenhaven’s Opposing Viewpoints presents multiple perspectives on hot topics such as
abortion, the death penalty, and censorship through excerpts from primary materials ranging from
speeches to cartoons." -- Booklist (October 2001) (Booklist 20020615)"The format and approach
are identical to other titles in the series; both sides of a particular issue are explored in depth. Each
essay is prefaced by questions that will help students focus their reading and each chapter
concludes with suggestions for further reading and research. Students will find the articles helpful in
examining these controversial and often emotional issues." -- School Library Journal (August 2002)
(School Library Journal 20020601)"As usual for books in this series, there are plenty of follow-up
sources for students to pursue." -- Booklist (June 2002) (Booklist 20020501)"The language is
understandable but not simplistic, the pieces are clearly titles for easy identification, and a few
cartoons and charts break up the dense text. This unbiased collection is a welcome resource for

researchers and debaters." -- School Library Journal (June 2002) (School Library Journal



20020501)"Written by educators, scientists, journalists, doctors, veterinarians, members of the
clergy and advocates. This excellent volume will elicit group discussion and help to develop critical
thinking and analysis of sensitive issues." -- School Library Journal (May 2002) (School Library
Journal 20020415)"This supplemental reader is perfect for getting students involved in discussion.
The resulting debates are sure to reinforce any primary readings and will breathe life into any
standard lecture oriented course. This supplement is a useful tool for instructors to get students
involved." -- Crime and Justive International (May 2002) (UNKNOWN 20020401)"As always in the
Opposing Viewpoints series, there are voices from many sides of the debate." -- Booklist (April
2002) (Booklist 20020401)"Most present clear, fact-supported points that readers will find valuable
for speeches and reports. Editorial cartoons, anectdotes, and statistics break up the essays, make
reading easier. This is a well-balanced approach to the issues, argued with studied analysis rather
than bind emotion." -- Booklist (April 2002) (Booklist 20020401)"This series is invaluable for
preparing students for debates, classes, or research assignments. Opposing Viewpoints books help
prepare high school students for critical thinking and make them aware of issues that affect society
today. Recommended." -- The Book Report (March-April 2002) (Book Report 20020215)"Most
useful in schools with religion and/or philosophy courses, but should also appeal to general
readers." -- School Library Journal (April 2002) (School Library Journal 20010915)"Well-balanced
collection of essays. Sometimes complementary, sometimes contradictory, the many views clearly
articulated here make this volume an excellent starting place for any thoughtful discussion."

--Booklist (September 2001) (Booklist )

to actually be able to decipher what is true in them, you need to already have read several books (in
which case, why are you now reading this book?). This doesn’t mean this book is bad -- it's not. It
stays out of the argument and only provides the argument, doing it's best to be unbiased. In doing
so, it inevitably created a book where the contributors contradict eachother since there is no real
referee. If there was a referee, this book would not be unbiased. Okay, with that in mind, | see three
types of people who may be interested in reading this book.Type |: I'm uncertain about the debate
and looking for knowledge. | may have some background, but | cannot tell what is fact and what is
not yet when arguments on the topic arise.Type Il: 'm looking for opposing viewpoints for research,
but not to find out "truth" (for example, a school research project).Type llI: I've read a lot of
information about global warming already and I'm mostly aware of the issues for and against. |
understand to a pretty good degree how the debate has developed in the last few years, both

scientifically and politically.To Types | & Il:This book cannot (should not) stand alone in your



research, but it is a good starting point. If it does stand alone, then you’ll be even more confused
about what is legitimate and what isn’'t than when you started -- if you do this, you will know the
arguments but cannot say what is fact and what isn’t. Look carefully at arguments/motives. To give
this topic a fair reading, you will need to commit a good amount of time to other research. You will
also need to take the approach of Type Ill after you get a good information base. (You could actually
skip to the Type Ill approach immediately, but then you cannot stand up to arguments once you've
made up your mind.)To Type lll:You may benefit by instead looking for answers to your specific
questions and analysing the people behind the arguments rather than reading this book, which will
afford nothing significantly new or profound insight into what is true. Do research by looking
especially for people who work against their own interest and see what side they’ve come out on. (If
a solar company executive says global warming is a fluke, you should probably take their opinion
carefully since they are working against their interest. Likewise, if an oil company executive says
global warming is real, then that lends them strong credibility since they are acting against their
financial interest.) If you complete this type Il approach and have a good knowledge base, | think
you’ll come out on the "correct side" (from my point of view).If you complete "Type III" and also read
the book, you will probably spot some false claims and be wishing you could let everyone who
reads this book know about them (but you cannot without sounding biased, which is why I refuse to
say which side I'm on... :) ).I know | cannot really justify my disappointed about this book (I'm
disappointed that it doesn’t comment on what’s true and what isn’t), since otherwise it would just be
labeled as another piece of propaganda and end up being wasted paper. If you intend to read this
book, just keep in mind it is like reading articles by politicians -- what they say makes some sense,
but are the basic arguments true to begin with? There are lies and poor logic scattered in this book,
but sadly you won't find out who is lying or who is using bad logic without doing serious analysis.
Don’t look to this book to settle things, but look to it as a source of viewpoints only to start from. You
probably won't really settle your opinion until you look at how people are responding for/against their

interests on this topic.

"Opposing Viewpoints Series -- Global Warming" may be difficult reading but it is worth the effort!
However, the book already needs an update on the latest developments in the debate!This book is
where | started to read up on "Global Warming". It presents the data available, as of the end of 2005
(approx.) in a fair way and presents all the various views of the data, with excellent references.A
summary would sound something like this: "Our world is showing some signs of warming

temperatures. This warming seems to be, mostly, from man’s activities. However, both of these



points are debatable and the argument is not settled (as of 2006).The science presented is fairly
good but in the time since publication, new evidence is pointing in new directions. Also, the old
evidence had some problems. One of those problems was using different measurment technologies
without acknowledging the differences properly. | have no idea why, in all parts of ’science’, some
folks keep claiming that we "know" more than is possible to know, but they do.| think the book
should be for adults only, with, at the least, a little bit of science training. At first, science looks
straightforward. However, anyone who has actually done scientific research can tell you that
"objective" and acurate measurements and observations are not simple and extrapolation of the
data into the future is always a questionable process.In this debate, the scientists have reached the
stage of "not so simple".Read the book. It is a good book! But, be sure to read a bunch of more
reacent material. Do not decide anything until you have seen the material available on all sides of

this debate.

The unspoken premise of the book, that there are only two sides to the global warming issue, tends
to oversimplify the issue. But for pete’s sake, it really is a good idea to have a vigorous discussion,
oversimplified or not. The book absorbs easily, and is short in length. Mostly the articles
("Viewpoints") are arranged with very opposing positions set back-to-back, and this certainly will get
you thinking.Keep in mind that the publication date is 2006, therefore much more has been learned
about this topic in the last 1-1/2 years. Much of the argumentation will sound very black-and-white
as you read. Two of the articles sound like just plain arguing, though, and might be bypassed with
little loss: Viewpoints number 3 and number 4 of chapter 2, which squabble about SUVs being evil
vs. fine. All the rest of the articles are worth the time. Especially interesting are Viewpoints number 5
and number 6 of chapter 2, which are NOT opposing thoughts, but rather opine that the sun or the
Earth’s core radiation are the cause of the current climate warming (respectively). Then check out
an article by none other than Senator John McCain! In Viewpoint number 4 of chapter 3, the good
senator strongly proposes safe nuclear energy as an excellent solution to a warming climate. This,
way ahead of his announced presidential run.After polishing off this very readable book, please do
at least glance through the "Further Discussion," pp 192-3. Your English and social studies teachers

will be very proud!
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